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Just hours after finding out about the loss of the Logan County
Health District’s 0.8-mill operat-
ing levy, agency officials had to
begin the difficult process of
budget reductions Wednesday
morning because levy funds will
not be available in 2016.

Details of the myriad of budget
cuts were discussed Wednesday
afternoon during a somber Logan
County District Board of Health
meeting. Among the cutbacks, the
Logan County Home Health pro-
gram will close effective Jan. 31, and the health district’s total staff
will eventually be reduced to about 20 employees from its current
28 staff members. 

“We will have a very basic health department,” Logan County
Health Commissioner Dr. Boyd Hoddinott said. “We’ve been dis-
cussing all morning how we’ll handle all of the cuts and have
been meeting with staff. We’ve gone through the gamut of exam-
ining everything today.”

“It’s been a very difficult day. I’ve had to tell some of my staff
that they won’t have jobs anymore,” Nursing Director Kay
Schroer said through a few tears. “It’s weighing very heavily on
us.”

The five-year operating levy would have generated approxi-
mately $900,000 per year for the health district programming and
staff. This most recent ballot issue follows a string of levy
attempts that have failed since 2007, most recently in 2013. 

Instead of receiving levy funds, the agency will be funded next
year by $600,000 in inside millage from each of the townships and
municipalities in the county, as appropriated by the county budg-
et commission. 

While the Logan County Home Health program was self-sus-
taining and did not receive levy funds, Dr. Hoddinott said it had
been difficult for the small program to survive in recent years
because so many larger home health agencies have started serv-
ing Logan County. 

“We weren’t receiving as many referrals and as many patients,
so it just wasn’t financially feasible for us to keep going with
home health,” he said. “We’ve been hearing lately how hard it is
for smaller home health programs to make it. 

“We hated to close the program because of the contacts we
have with the community and because of the extra public health
nurse capacity it gives us. Our home health program also has
received a number of awards.”

Recent awards received by the program include the Home
Health Consumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers & Systems
Award and the HomeCare Elite Award, as previously reported in
the Examiner. 

With the closing of the program, three home health nurse posi-
tions and two home health clerical staff positions will gradually be
eliminated, and retiring home health nurse Linda Kite also will
not be replaced.

Other positions that will be cut by Dec. 31 includes an environ-
mental clerk position and a part-time immunizations nurse. Also
next year, a sanitarian position will be eliminated in the environ-
mental health division by June 1. 

Employee contributions toward their health insurance costs
also will increase, officials said. 

As a result of the reduced staff, walk-in hours at the health dis-
trict, 310 S. Main St., will be decreased, the health commissioner
said.

See HEALTH on Page 3
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When Benjamin Logan
sixth-grader Damian
Castle was told to look

for inspiration inside
himself and in the
influential people in his life,
his mind instinctively went
toward his close friend and
classmate, Connor
Strobridge, who died in a car
crash earlier this year.

“My friend Connor loved Xbox;
so, I put an Xbox controller in his
hand,” Damian said of an art proj-
ect in which students created a
mural of handprints on a wall of
the middle school commons.

“I also put his name on my tear
drop,” Damian said of his friend,
explaining an additional project
called Tears of a King. “You put
your thoughts on a tear drop and
put in a glass bottle and it shouts it
to God.”

The projects were coordinated
by middle school art teacher
Jennifer Davis, who brought in
Columbus-based resident artist
Duarte Brown and his colleague,
an inspirational speaker and moti-
vator, Donte Woods, to help exe-
cute the mural that encompasses
an entire wall.

It was made possible by a
Logan County Education
Foundation grant and assistance
of the LoCo Arts program, for
which Ms. Davis is a board
member.

The art teacher said she met
Mr. Brown, who was also responsi-
ble for the mural recently complet-
ed at the Western Outreach Center
in Bellefontaine, at the Ohio Arts
Education Conference in
Columbus.

“I knew at that point, there was
something special about Duarte
and I wanted him to visit my
school and make an impact on the
students,” Ms. Davis said. “He’s
just very gifted at communicating
with the students and helping
them not be afraid ... to show their
true feelings and not hold back.”

Mr. Brown, who also works
with the Transit Arts program for
teens in Columbus that deals with
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COLUMBUS — The Republican majority in
the Ohio House is taking a serious look at the
issue of medical marijuana and discussing
potential legislation, the House speaker said
Wednesday, a day after voters rejected a broad-
er pot legalization proposal.

House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger told
reporters that legalizing marijuana for medical
use has support within his GOP caucus, and
representatives were still getting organized as to
how to proceed. He expected to have more
details in the coming weeks about a series of
resolutions and legislative steps on the topic.

“We want to take it seriously,” said
Rosenberger, a Clarksville Republican. “We
want to do the right thing. But what we don’t
want to do is wave a wand and make it happen.
I think it’s appropriate that we do it in a meas-
ured way.” 

Rosenberger said proposals would include
urging the federal government to list marijuana
as a less dangerous drug, along with providing
support for clinical trials and engaging the
medical community in the Legislature’s review.
He said a pilot program to allow certain people
to use the substance is also under discussion.

A ballot initiative to legalize pot for both
medical and recreational use in Ohio failed in
Tuesday’s election, but polls suggest resi-

dents support medical marijuana. 
An Oct. 8 Quinnipiac University poll found

that 90 percent of Ohio voters back legalized
medical marijuana and 9 percent do not. The
poll had a margin of error of plus or minus 2.9
percentage points.

Asked whether his Republican caucus sup-
ports the legal use of marijuana for medical rea-
sons, Rosenberger said: “I don’t think we’d be
talking about this if there wasn’t support from,
not only our caucus, but support from the other
side of the aisle.” 

Rosenberger said his discussions have been
limited to medical marijuana, not recreational. 

Rep. Kirk Schuring, a Canton Republican
who Rosenberger has tapped to take the lead on
the issue, said Ohio should look into new clini-
cal studies or augment ones already in place
that examine the efficacy of medicinal marijua-
na. 

“Once that is determined then we can take
the appropriate steps as a Legislature to deter-
mine whether or not it should be available to
Ohio citizens,” Schuring said.

House Minority Leader Fred Strahorn, a
Dayton Democrat, said most conversations in
his caucus about medical marijuana have been
related to the ballot initiative. He said he would
welcome an opportunity to further discuss the
issue in the Legislature, particularly after the
ballot question offered a chance for people to
tell their stories.
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Indian Summer ride
Motorcyclists were out, car windows were down and shorts were still comfortable Wednesday in down-
town Bellefontaine where Christmas decorations adorn light posts as area residents enjoyed tempera-
tures into the 70s. It’s expected to continue today, with rain and cooler temperatures expected Friday.
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ABOVE: Donte Woods, center, who works alongside Columbus resident
artist Duarte Brown, watches as sixth-graders Dakota Wykstra, left, puts a
tear drop into a glass to go up to God and Nevaeh Cabot, second from
right, prepares to write on her own tear drop. RIGHT: Duarte Brown paints
living trees. BELOW LEFT: Benjamin Logan paraprofessional educator
Joanne Rader and seventh-graders Elliott Bailey, left, and Kyah Moore look
through portraits of influential members of the Ben Logan Community as
painted by resident artist Duarte Brown. 
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Jordan Stiles, a Benjamin Logan sixth-grader, places her handprint on a mural of living trees created with the help of Columbus resident
artist Duarte Brown in the middle school commons.

“We try to give kids other
expressive ways to learn.”

Duarte Brown
Resident artist

Health district
discusses
myriad of cuts
Home health to close Jan. 31

“It’s been a very
difficult day. I’ve had
to tell some of my staff
that they won’t have
jobs anymore.”

Kay Schroer
Nursing director

Speaker: Ohio lawmakers weigh
medical marijuana next steps
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100 Years Ago
Friday, Nov. 5, 1915
Gilbert Anderson has gone to Cleveland where he will be mar-

ried Nov. 6 to Miss Edna Hetlinger. Mr. Anderson had charge of
Bellefontaine’s playgrounds during the Summer. 

The display of fine furs in the window of the Wissler dry goods store is part of
the work of O.L. Slenker, of East Liberty, who secures the skins, tans them and
employs a manufacturer to make them up. 

Harry J. Sellers, proprietor and manager of the Miller House, has had the
establishment entirely renovated and added a number of conveniences for guests. 

75 Years Ago
Tuesday, Nov. 5, 1940
Miss Norma Gray, health and physical education instructor for girls in the

High School here, was named to represent the Central Ohio District on the
School Council at a district meet of the school teachers held in Columbus last
weekend. 

Sixty-three B.H.S. students attended the Ohio State-Indiana football game in
Columbus, the day being one of two set aside this season for Ohio school students,
at reduced prices. Among those attending were the following members of the
football squad, J. Blackwood, D. Montgomery, R. McGarvey, J. Vanica, R. Deal, B.
Brugler, J. Johns, M. Reams, P. Hicks, J. Poole, E. Murphy, J. Harshfield and
Manager Jack Lippincott. 

Misses Jane and Lois Startzman, both students of the University of Cincinnati,
school of nursing, visited their parents, Dr. and Mrs. C.K. Startzman, over the
weekend.  

Phyllis J. Hartle
Phyllis J. Judd Hartle passed away at 1:10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 30,

2015, in Toledo.
She was born in Bellefontaine on June 16, 1932,

to the late Irving and Alma Jacobs Herford.
A 1950 graduate of Bellefontaine High School,

she married Ted Judd Sr. in 1952.
She and her husband, the late Kenneth

Hartle, were members of St. Patrick Catholic
Church, Bellefontaine, and worked many years traveling the
county fair and festival circuit from Michigan to Florida. They
also operated the Yellow Cab Company in Bellefontaine from
1979 to 1984.

Phyllis is survived by her children, Cindy (Dale) Jorgenson,
Cherie (John) Bray, Ted (Judy) Judd and Mary Christine “Tena”
Judd; nine grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; 10 great-grand-
children; and sisters, Juanita Hone and Evelyn Dill, both of West
Liberty.

She also was preceded in death by five brothers and two sisters.
She will be buried in a private ceremony. A memorial service is at

the discretion of the family.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to St.

Vincent de Paul Society, Bellefontaine.

BEECH, Wilma J. — Graveside service at 11 a.m. Saturday, Nov.
7, at St. Joseph Cemetery, Wapakoneta.

MONTROSE, Shirley Ann — Visitation, one hour prior to memo-
rial service, 11 a.m. Friday, Nov. 6, Eichholtz Daring & Sanford
Funeral Home, 306 N. Elizabeth St., Belle Center.

PECK, Thomas J., 91, of Bellefontaine, passed away at 11:50 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 4, 2015, in Logan Acres Care Center; arrange-
ments pending, Eichholtz Daring & Sanford Funeral Home,
Bellefontaine.
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Are you turning 65 soon?

Overwhelmed by the mail you’re getting

about Medicare and its options?

Tired of annoying phone calls from

out-of-town salespeople?

Did you know

there’s a local solution?

Alan Galvez Insurance specializes in
Medicare Supplements for ages 65 and up.
We’re known for our educational, honest
approach. And we’ll be here after the fact if
you have a question or a problem with your
policy. Just try getting that kind of service
from an out-of-town person.
Contact us today!

Call Alan Galvez Insurance at 592-4871

or

visit www.galvezinsurance.com

Woman charged with possession of heroin
Kristen L. Fulkerson, 27, of 312 N. Detroit St., Bellefontaine,

was charged with possession of heroin and possession of drug
paraphernalia Tuesday afternoon after items were found in her
purse when she was served a warrant.

Deputies of the Logan County Sheriff’s Office responded
about 3:53 p.m. to the Logan County Family Court’s Drug
Treatment program, housed at Memorial Hall, 121 Opera St., in
reference to serving a contempt of court warrant to Ms.
Fulkerson. 

Before deputies arrived, Ms. Fulkerson reportedly handed her
purse to another individual, who then turned the purse over to
Logan County Family Court officials. 

A search of the purse revealed drug paraphernalia and a sub-
stance that field-tested positive for heroin. Ms. Fulkerson was
issued the additional charges and was lodged in the Logan
County Jail.

Rolling domestic reported in Rushsylvania
Misty Y. James, 23, of 412 Garfield Ave., Apt. B, Bellefontaine,

was charged with possession of drugs, domestic violence and
disorderly conduct following an incident Wednesday afternoon. 

Deputies responded about 4:05 p.m. to the Rushsylvania One
Stop, 125 N. Sandusky St., Rushsylvania, on a report of a domes-
tic dispute in a vehicle. 

Ms. James’ father-in-law, Duane Sams, 65, of the same
address, told deputies that he and Ms. James were en route to
Ridgeway to pick up a dog that afternoon. 

Ms. James reportedly became angry when her father-in-law
would not drive her to Kenton, and she allegedly put his vehicle
in park while he was driving through Rushsylvania. He said she
then took out a box cutter and made threats against him. 

He called 911, and she tried to take his phone from him,
causing minor injuries to his face and knocking off his glasses.
Deputies observed blood on his face. 

The defendant was placed under arrest, and during a pat
down search, deputies located prescription medication that was
not prescribed to Ms. James. She was transported to the jail. 

Deer crash logged
Gregory S. Beatty, 33, of DeGraff, did not report any injuries

after his southbound pickup struck a deer about 6:40 p.m.
Wednesday on County Road 18 near Township Road 200. His
vehicle sustained light damage. 

n LOGAN COUNTY BEAT
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not only visual arts, but music
and performance art such as
beatbox, said the goal is to get
students involved in an
interactive activity.

“We try to give kids other
expressive ways to learn,” he
said. 

Mr. Woods said his specialty
lies in interacting with the chil-
dren.

“My main message is that no
matter where they come from,
what their culture or ethnicity
is, everyone can reach out to
inspire someone else,” he said.
“I’m here assisting Duarte as his
dream turns into a reality.”

Ms. Davis said the lesson also
crossed over into students’ lan-
guage arts classes where they
researched the origin and
meanings of their own names
and developed descriptive
adjectives and nouns they could
apply to themselves.

Sixth-grader Nevaeh Cabot,
who painted a Monster Inc.
creature with glasses like her
own and the saying “Lend a
Hand” on her handprint, said
she liked the symbolism of the
mural Mr. Brown painted
behind the handprints.

“I think they are doing the
trees because it shows how
friends grow just like trees
grow,” Nevaeh said.

Mr. Brown also painted por-
traits of influential individuals
such as Connor Strobridge or

former superintendent Dwight
Spencer, who passed away earli-
er this year, as well as living role
models like graduate and pro-
fessional volleyball player
Nicole Fawcett or former band
director Mike Suman.

Those faces, along with fruit
created by the teachers and
other staff, are intermingled
throughout the mural.

Ms. Davis said she plans to
have a community open house
to unveil the mural in the near
future.

Eric Tom of the Logan
County Education Foundation
said he enjoys seeing the foun-
dation’s support being used to
create permanent displays like
the mural.

“The things we try to fund

are the things that are going to
make an impact on kids — the
things they are going to remem-
ber,” he said as he visited the
mural work in progress.

“We’re thankful we have an
administration and an educa-
tion foundation that supports
these projects and allows us to
do this kind of work,” Ms. Davis
said.

Art ___________________________
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Benjamin Logan seventh-grader Corinne Herring hangs a painting of her late great-uncle Dwight
Spencer as part of a mural created at the middle school. Resident artist Duarte Brown helped lead the
effort as part of a grant through the Logan County Education Foundation and LoCo Arts.
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“I’ll only have one person to
work the front window, so we’ll
have to scale back our hours.”

Other cutbacks being consid-
ered include reduced adult
immunizations in the nursing
division, along with less nui-
sance complaint investigations
and animal bite investigations
for the environmental health
division. Fees for various servic-
es also could be raised.

While the day was emotional
for agency officials and staff,
board of health members

offered their support.
“The board values the job

you do every day,” member Bob
Harrison said after he issued a
resolution to thank the staff and
also the Friends of the Logan
County Health District levy
committee. 

“As disappointing as the levy
outcome was, I don’t believe it’s
a reflection of your efforts and
dedication. We appreciate all of
you,” member Robin Price said. 

Members also accepted the
2016 operating budget, which
incorporates the inside millage
funding. The total revenues are

estimated at $2.083 million,
while total expenses are esti-
mated at $2.391 million.

In other action, the board: 
• accepted the resignation of

Samantha Boone, part-time
weekend home health nurse,
effective Oct. 26; 

• ordered Ray Downing, 5601
Township Road 55,
Bellefontaine, who reportedly
buried an unknown amount of
solid waste at his residence in
an excavation 50 feet long and
15 feet wide to remove the solid
waste within 30 days to a
licensed solid waste facility

because the materials are inter-
mingling with the soil cover;

• approved a well variance
request for Mary J. Prater, 4875
N. U.S. Route 68, Bellefontaine,
and Dr. Matt Verbsky to make
improvements to a well located
at Southgate Veterinary Clinic,
3142 S. U.S. Route 68,
Bellefontaine; and 

• denied a well variance
request from Kent Manley of
Radnor for a property at 10332
Seminole Shore Drive,
Huntsville. 

The next meeting is 1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 2. 

Health ________________________

VILLAGE COUNCIL
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Quincy will have leaf collec-
tion this year, village council
members decided Tuesday, and it
will run from Nov. 16 to Nov. 19.

All leaves should be free of
twigs and limbs and be ready for
pick up on the first day. Crews
will visit each residence one time.

Leaf piles should not be in
the street or curbs but near as

possible to the roadway.
Council members continue

to discuss whether or not the
Logan County Building
Authority will handle commer-
cial and residential building
permits for the village. 

They intend to meet with
Village Solicitor Steve Fansler
for further discussions.

Andrew Wagner of Access
Information Protected gave an

overview of his company’s servic-
es as the council considers
options for storing village records.

He assured village leaders
the company follows all applica-
ble state records laws regarding
retention and disposal.

An annual meeting of the Joint
Sewer Board for Quincy and
DeGraff is set for 7 p.m. Dec. 12 at
the Quincy Community Building.
Councils, boards of public affairs

and administrations from both
villages should attend.

The council continues to
look at the cost and location of a
new water well for the village.
Currently just one of three wells
is producing at full capacity.

The next Neighborhood
Watch meeting is 7 p.m. Tuesday
in the community building.

Council members next meet
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 17.

Quincy sets leaf collection dates

TRENTON, N.J. (AP) — Pfizer,
the biggest U.S.-based drugmak-
er, is increasing its financial
assistance to patients, doubling
the allowable income level for
people to receive dozens of
Pfizer medicines for free.

The move comes amid fierce
criticism by patients and politi-
cians, as well as government
investigations, of soaring prices
for new medications and even
old ones with little or no com-
petition. A few companies have
been accused of price gouging.
Meanwhile, a continuing wave
of mergers of both brand-name
and generic drug manufacturers

threatens to further limit com-
petition, the primary control on
prices in the U.S.

Pfizer Inc. Chief Executive
Ian Read told The Associated
Press in an exclusive interview
that the New York company
isn’t boosting assistance due to
the heightened scrutiny of
prices, but because more and
more patients can’t afford need-
ed medicines. 

“We’re responding to chal-
lenges patients are having,” said
Read, the current board chair-
man of industry trade group
Pharmaceutical Research and
Manufacturers of America.

He cited insurance plans that
shift more costs onto patients
through higher medication
copayments and deductibles that
must be met before coverage
kicks in, plus some Affordable
Care Act exchange plans and
insurance formularies that
exclude pricier prescription drugs.

“There are people who are
falling through the cracks
through no fault of their own,”
Read said. “As a stopgap, we’re
willing to do this.”

Pfizer will make an additional
44 medicines free for both unin-
sured and underinsured patients
earning up to four times the fed-

eral poverty level, or $47,080
annually for a single person and
$97,000 for a family of four.

The new limit is double the
old one under the existing Pfizer
RxPathways program. Between
2010 and 2014, it helped nearly
2.5 million people get more
than 30 million Pfizer prescrip-
tions worth more than $7 billion
at list prices. On average, those
patients received a monthly pre-
scription for about a year, until
they obtained better insurance
coverage or other circumstances
changed, said Caroline Roan,
Pfizer’s vice president for corpo-
rate responsibility.

Pfizer doubling income limit for free drug program
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